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Arming the Confederacy: Virginia’s 

Mineral Contributions to the Confederate 

War Effort 

 
By Robert C. Whisonant, Radford University 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Whisonant, Robert C.  Arming the Confederacy: How 

Virginia’s Minerals Forged the Rebel 

War Machine. New York: Springer 

Publishing Company, 2015. 
 

Books and Articles 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year.  

Austin, V. L.  

 

The Southwest Virginia Lead Works, 

1756-1802. Blacksburg, VA: Master’s 

Thesis, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

and State University, 1977. 

Bruce, Kathleen 

 

Virginia Iron Manufacture in the 

Slave Era. New York: The Century 

Company, 1930. 

Hibbard, Walter R.  

 

Virginia Coal: An Abridged History. 

Blacksburg, VA: Virginia Center for 

Coal and Energy Research, 1990. 
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Kegley, Mary B.  

 

Wythe County Virginia: A 

Bicentennial History. Wytheville, VA: 

Wythe County Board of Supervisors, 

1989. 

Lonn, Ella  

 

Salt as a Factor in the Confederacy. 

New York: Walter Neale, 1933. 

Lynch, Michael E.  

 

Confederate War Industry: The Niter 

and Mining Bureau. Richmond, VA: 

Master’s Thesis, Virginia 

Commonwealth University, 2001. 

Mandigo, Howard M.  

 

Manufacturing Iron along the New 

River in Virginia, in Mary B. Kegley, 

Glimpses of Wythe County, Orange, 

VA: Central Virginia Newspapers, 

1986, 115-24. 

Proco, Garland 

 

Merrimac Mines: A Personal History. 

Blacksburg, VA: Southern Printing, 

1994. 

Vandiver, Frank E.  

 

Ploughshares into Swords: Josiah 

Gorgas and Confederate Ordnance. 

Austin: University of Texas Press, 

1952. 

Watson, Thomas L.  Mineral Resources of Virginia. 

Lynchburg, VA: J. P. Bell Company, 

1907.  
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Web Resources 

 

Other Sources 
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Scholars 

Name Email 

Robert C. Whisonant rwhisona@radford.edu  

 

Google Keywords 

Arming the Confederacy | Virginia’s mineral contribution to the Confederate war effort | 

Niter | Saltpeter | Potassium nitrate | Black powder | Colonel Isaac St. John | Niter and 

Mining Bureau | Wyeth County lead mines | Union Lead Mine Company | Saltville | 

Tredegar Iron Works | Midlothian Coalfields | Valley Coalfields. 
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